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Rationale
Dystonia and Parkinson’s disease have traditionally been viewed as distinct move-
ment disorders. However, compelling clinical and experimental evidence suggest that 
these diseases can share, at least to some extent, common pathogenic features. 
As for the past editions of  this biennial meeting, held from 2007 to 2017, the next 
workshop to be held in September 2019, will be focused on clinical and scientific 
aspects bridging dystonia and Parkinson’s disease (PD). Primary aim of  this edition 
of  the biennial workshop will be to provide a complete overview of  these potential 
interactions, focusing on “Cellular and molecular targets for novel therapeutics”.
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DAY 2 - September 19

08.00 Registration

DEBATE
Chairs: E. Bezard, M. Vidailhet

08.30  Dopamine receptors in dystonia and levodopa-induced dyskinesias: 
 distinct targets? P. Bonsi, D. G. Standaert

09.30 Discussion

SESSION 3
NOVEL CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR TARGETS 

(DO DYSTONIA TARGETS APPLY FOR PD?)
Chairs: F. Blandini, H. A. Jinnah

09.50 eIF2alpha signaling in dystonia - N. Calakos

10.10 ERK signaling in the striatum: a point of  convergence for 
 hyperkinetic disorders? - P. Gonzalez-Alegre

10.30 Differential modifications of  AMPA and NMDA receptor subunits 
 at striatal synapses in PD and dystonia - F. Gardoni

10.50 Discussion

11.10  Coffee break

SESSION 4
NOVEL TECHNOLOGIES FOR DYSTONIA AND PD RESEARCH

Chairs: C. Bragg, P. Calabresi

11.40 Patient-derived vs. isogenic neural stem cell models - P. Capetian

12.10 Role of  Globus Pallidus in Dystonia: Optogenetic strategies to unveil 
 the altered neural circuits - G. Sciamanna

12.40 CRISPR/Cas9 for allele-specific editing in DYT1 iPSCs - L. Cruz

13.10 Discussion

13.30 Light Lunch

DAY 1 - September 18

12.00 Registration

12.30 Welcome from authorities  

12.45 Welcoming remarks: A. Pisani, B. Strauss, J. Teller

DEBATE
Chairs: A. Albanese, J. Perlmutter

13.00 Are the clinical features of  isolated dystonia the same as those of  
 dystonia in Parkinson’s disease? K. Bhatia, A.E. Lang

13.45 Discussion

SESSION 1
DYSTONIA AND PD: NEW GENES, NEW THERAPEUTIC TARGETS?
(ARE GENE PRODUCTS LEADING TO DISCOVERIES FOR NOVEL 

THERAPEUTIC AGENTS?)

Chairs: R. Goodchild, E. M. Valente

14.00  New genes for rare hyperkinetic movement disorders: what are we learning 
 about molecular pathophysiology of  striatal disorders? - N. Mencacci

14.20 When genetics meet surgery: DBS outcome in genetically-determined 
 dystonia and PD - M. Carecchio

14.40 Shared and unique pathophysiological features of  PD and DOPA-responsive 
 dystonia - E. J. Hess

15.00 Discussion

SESSION 2
Chairs: A. Bentivoglio, M. Pierantozzi

15.20 Poster session (Data Blitz) - Scientific contribution in original on 
 topics discussed during the event and evaluated by the scientific committee

16.00 Discussion of  the poster presentation 

16.30 Concluding remarks

SESSION 5
MOLECULAR TARGETS FOR DYSTONIA AND PD: 

CLUES FROM TREATABLE INHERITED DISORDERS
Chairs: V. Leuzzi, A. Padovani

14.30 Parkinsonism in Children - V. Leuzzi

14.50 Triheptanoin for the treatment of  brain energy deficit: from Glut1 deficiency 
 to other movement disorders - E. Roze

15.10 Heavy metals: possible therapy with chelating agents - T. Klopstock

15.50 Discussion

SESSION 6
ROUND–TABLE

16.10 Novel drugs for dystonia and PD
 E. Bezard, N. B. Mercuri, T. Salt, A. Stefani, J. Teller

17.40 Concluding remarks and CME evaluation

NO C.M.E. 

18.00     Orphan drugs for orphan receptors? R. Mills, G. Lang, R. Lütjens, T. Salt 


